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Celebrating Family Week 2009

Our third annual Family Week Celebration was the best yet!

Governor Hoeven designated by proclamation the week of Novem-
ber 15th i 21% to be Family Week in North Dakota, as requested by
NDFA. The week long celebration seeks to promote the family and
families spending time together.

This yeardés focus was on
was highlighted by a daily public service announcement
aired on many radio stations across the
state. Each day emphasized a unique and
different parenting tip, as shared by First ||
Lady Mikey Hoeven and former First Lady
Nancy Schafer. Thanks to Mikey and Nancy
for their support for the family. These messages were
distributed by email to virtually thousands of households
across the state. You may listen to or view the content
of the daily messages by going to our website at www.ndfa.org.

Hoeven

Schafer

Nationally known parenting experts, Dr. Bill Maier from Focus on
the Family and Dr. Kevin Leman, did live interviews on various ra-
dio stations. In addition, Celebrate Family Week posters were dis-
tributed to every school and church in the state. All were encour-
aged to promote activities focusing on the family and parenting in
specific.

A special thank you to Family Week sponsors: Scheels, Miller Insu-
lation and MVP/Crary Transport.

Merry Christmas!!

As we enter into this Holy season, let us
reflect on the blessings of Christmas. lItis a
time to reflect on the virgin birth of a Savior,
the King, the Messiah, and His name is Je-
sus. In and of itself what a wonderful story,
that God would become man. That God would send his son
Jesus to teach, to heal, to die on a cross for our sins, and to
triumphantly be raised to ascend to the Father and share the
message in love that none should perish but all should come to
Him.

What a wonderful story to celebrate and share with family and
friends! Let us rejoice in these glad tidings, in this good news!

While most will be celebrating, many may be lonely. In the
spirit of Chri st mas, share Ch
the spirit of Christmas with those alone or less fortunate. Share
the spirit of Christmas, the love of Christ, that all might know
why we celebrate the birth of this baby, we call Jesus.
Emanuel.

Manhattan
Declaration

We believe it is time for the Church-
Christians to stand up for religious
freedom. Our religious liberties are
being eroded and our first
amendment right of freedom of
rredigion ais dunder a attack.t The g
constitution needs to be upheld, it
needs to be protected.

As shared so eloquently in the
Decl aration
hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and
the pursuit of

The Manhattan Declaration calls for
unity to defend our religious liberty,
the sanctity of human life, and
marriage. |If, after reading the
summary printed here, you wish to
read the entire declaration or sign
the petition, go to
www.manhattandeclaration.org or
call us at 701-364-0676.

A Summary

Christians, when they have lived up
to the highest ideals of their faith,
have defended the weak and
vulnerable and worked tirelessly to
protect and strengthen vital
institutions of civil society, beginning
with the family.

We are Orthodox, Catholic, and
evangelical Christians who have
united at this hour to reaffirm
fundamental truths about justice
and the common good, and to call
upon our fellow citizens, believers
and non-believers alike, to join us
in defending them. These truths

I ares U1 san&ity 8f huthbrtlife,

(Continued on page 4)
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From the Executive Director

Merry Christmas!!

Let me wish you a Merry Christmas, in the
spirit of God sending his son Jesus as a baby.
Let us celebrate his birth, and that He is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.

In Genesis we read, God made man in His own
image, He created them male and female,
gave them dominion
fruitful and
but the family and His book has a plan for His
people.

As we are called to share the love God has
bestowed upon us during this Holy season with
family and friends, we come to realize the
blessings of the religious liberties and
freedoms in this country we call America. As
written in Psalm 78,
teachings with our children, and their children,
and those yet to be born that they might teach
their children. What an awesome privilege and
responsibility.

With our children growing up celebrating
Christmas by focusing on Jesus, the real
reason for the season, these traditions will be
passed on to their children. The essence of
Christmas, the birth of Jesus, is to be shared
with family, friends and beyond. It is not meant
to be hidden, but shared with our fellowman.

Today, there are those in our country who are
attempting to undercut our religious liberties by
preventing the celebration of Christmas, by
demeaning and desecrating the meaning of it,
and with an eventual hope of ending the

ove
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celebration of Christmas as we know it. This is
a r eal and serious
religious freedoms and Christianity.

Christians have been the greatest defenders of
religious freedoms and human liberty, not just
for Christians but for all people. God gave us
the free will to love, follow and obey Him, or to
follow our own way.

rall the earth, said

‘So %QNQ celstdte Cﬂrl%tlngs, ti%e "biftHPok (ﬁnd
Savior, let us not forget those who have gone
before us, those instituting our religious
freedoms some 250 years ago and those
defending our religious liberties, even today.
And above all, let us give thanks to our
Sovereign God for the birth of His Son, Jesus
Christ.

WSy ydt beSichl} essédafybiboelef Qs

Christmas with those you love and others who
are in need of the love of Christ.

In Him, for Him,

P e

Tom

For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

t hr e

The NDFA is 2 non- iThanks so much for sending = oW gt t er
profit, non- which arrived today. My husband would be so
denominational, non- happy to see the work that to him was a real “&x‘
partisan organization passion carried on so well. | praise God for what
founded in 1987. you are doing. My prayers ar e K | 6m
We provide credible enclosing a check to help with the many expenses
research and that are incurred. May God multiply it for the Christmas Day
informational resources furthermore of His Kingdom. Ephesians 2:10 God Friday, December 25
to groups, individuals and bless you all .o New Yearods Day
policy makers on
In Christ, Friday, January 1

important moral, social
LaVon Grubb

and public policy issues
facing North Dakota.
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Federal Watch

Need to remain vigilant and active.

Thanks to all who have contacted members of congress, especially our ND delegation, in regard to the issues important to the
family. This cannot be a one time occurrence; it calls us to be persistent and sustaining in our efforts.

Here are just a few of the issues that require our attention and involvement:

Religious liberties; whether by congressional legislation or by executive order our religious freedoms are under attack and
must be defended.

Healthcare debate; discussions include taxpayer funded abortion, rights of conscience, affordability, portability, end of life
counseling, rationing, Medicare cuts, individual choice of medical doctors and providers, a government run healthcare
system, cost, pre-existing conditions, tax burden, additional layers of bureaucracy and the list goes on. lIs it any won-
der we need to have our voices heard as congress debates this issue?

Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA); currently DOMA defines marriage as a legal union between one man and one woman for
purposes of all federal laws and provides that states need not recognize laws from other states. This federal law is
under attack and will require strong defense.

Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA); this legislation provides for a special class to be protected from employment
discrimination based on self indentifying as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered. A great deal of what is in ENDA
was defeated by the North Dakota 2009 legislature.

This is not an all inclusive list, but demonstrates our need to remain engaged. If you do not receive our email updates on these
federal issues, providing information and sharing how you can make your voice heard---please go to our website and subscribe
to get the email alerts at www.ndfa.org.

Truth & Grace DVD Available

Balancing Truth & Grace Conferences, A Christian Re-

In 2 Peter 3:9, scripture pu
sponse to Homosexuality shou

Il d peri sh, but that al/l

The October conferences held in Grand Forks, Fargo and Bis-
marck were a huge success. Almost 600 individuals attended,

bal bet holdi to their religi beliefs about
including over 100 clergy and church staff. alance bereen noiding on o Ieir Te1gions bENEts abou

homosexuality and loving a gay family member or
fiend. Thankfully we dono6t have
we can do both. We can affirm Godds$s
which only condones sexual behavior between a man and a
woman within marriaged and still reach out compassionately
to those who are living homosexually. First, with the gospel
of Jesus Christ and then with the hopeful news that homo-
exuall can e _overco
ab i g
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Melissa Fryrear and Jeff Johnston, with Focus on the Family,
did an absolutely marvelous job of communicating a wealth of
information. But more so, sharing from the heart a message of
transformational hope. Their personal testimonies revealed a
seldom-told story, from a perspective of having same-sex at-
tractions and living in a homosexual relationship, and through
the power of Gododés | ove were

minister to a loved one struggling with this sensitive issue. ssa)Fryre

the primary Christian focus on seeking that all should come to contacting

know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.

Donations Made for Loved Ones 'n Memory ofe

Cory Hegvik ééééeéeééeééé Larry

Serrina Schnable & Neil Kranz
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(Continued from page 1)

(2) the dignity of marriage as the
conjugal union of husband and
wife, and (3) the rights of
conscience and religious liberty.
Inasmuch as these truths are
foundational to human dignity
and the well-being of society,
they are inviolable and non-
negotiable. Because they are
increasingly under assault from
powerful forces in our culture,
we are compelled today to
speak out forcefully in their
defense, and to commit
ourselves to honoring them fully
no matter what pressures are
brought upon us and our
institutions to abandon or
compromise them. We make
this commitment not as
partisans of any political group
but as followers of Jesus Christ,
the crucified and risen Lord,
who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life

Human Life

The lives of the unborn, the
disabled, and the elderly are
ever more threatened. While
public opinion has moved in a
pro-life direction, powerful and
determined forces are working
to expand abortion, embryo-
destructive research, assisted
suicide, and euthanasia.
Although the protection of the
weak and vulnerable is the
first obligation of government,
the power of government is
today often enlisted in the
cause of promoting what Pope
John Paul Il called "the culture
of death." We pledge to work
unceasingly for the equal
protection of every innocent
human being at every stage of
development and in every
condition. We will refuse to
permit ourselves or our
institutions to be implicated in

the taking of human life and
we will support in every
possible way those who, in

conscience, take the same
stand.

Marriage

The institution of marriage,
already wounded by
promiscuity, infidelity and

divorce, is at risk of being
redefined and thus subverted.
Marriage is the original and
most important institution for
sustaining the health,
education, and welfare of all.
Where marriage erodes, social
pathologies rise. The impulse
to redefine marriage is a
symptom, rather than the
cause, of the erosion of the
marriage culture. It reflects a
loss of understanding of the
meaning of marriage as
embodied in our civil law as
well as our religious traditions.
Yet it is critical that the impulse
be resisted, for yielding to it
would mean abandoning the
possibility of restoring a sound
understanding of marriage
and, with it, the hope of
rebuilding a healthy marriage
culture. It would lock into place
the false and destructive belief
that marriage is all about
romance and other adult
satisfactions, and not, in any
intrinsic way, about the unique
character and value of acts
and relationships whose
meaning is shaped by their
aptness for the generation,
promotion and protection of
life. Marriage is not a "social
construction," but is rather an
objective reality--the
covenantal union of husband
and wife--that it is the duty of
the law to recognize, honor,
and protect.

Religious Liberty

Freedom of religion and the
rights of conscience are
gravely jeopardized. The
threat to these fundamental
principles of justice is evident

in efforts to weaken or
eliminate conscience
protections for healthcare

institutions and professionals,
and in anti-discrimination
statutes that are used as
weapons to force religious
institutions, charities,
businesses, and service
providers either to accept (and
even facilitate) activities and
relationships they judge to be
immoral, or go out of business.
Attacks on religious liberty are
__dire threats not only to
individuals, but also to the
institutions of civil society
including families, charities,
and religious communities.
The health and well-being of
such institutions provide an
indispensable buffer against
the overweening power of
government and is essential to
the flourishing of every other
institution--including
government itself--on which
society depends.

Unjust Laws

As Christians, we believe in
law and we respect the
authority of earthly rulers. We
count it as a special privilege
to live in a democratic society
where the moral claims of the
law on us are even stronger in
vitue of the rights of all
citizens to participate in the
political process. Yet even in a
democratic regime, laws can
be unjust. And from the
beginning, our faith has taught
that civil disobedience is
required in the face of gravely

unjust laws or laws that
purport to require us to do
what is unjust or otherwise
immoral. Such laws lack the
power to bind in conscience
because they can claim no
authority beyond that of sheer
human will.

Therefore, let it be known that
we will not comply with any
edict that compels us or the
institutions we lead to
participate in or facilitate
abortions, embryo-destructive
research, assisted suicide,
euthanasia, or any other act
that violates the principle of
the profound, inherent, and
equal dignity of every member
of the human family.

Further, let it be known that
we will not bend to any rule
forcing us to bless immoral
sexual partnerships, treat
them as marriages or the
equivalent, or refrain from
proclaiming the truth, as we
know it, about morality,
marriage, and the family.

Further, let it be known that
we will not be intimidated into
silence or acquiescence or the
violation of our consciences by
any power on earth, be it
cultural or political, regardless
of the consequences to
ourselves.

We will fully and ungrudgingly

render to Caesar what is

Caesar's. But wunder no

circumstances will we render

to Caesar what is God's.
AThanks for al

have doned our prayers

and thoughts are with

NDF A.Larry & Laura

Jean Rosencrans
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Kemp Donates Car to NDFA

(Hamilton, ND) As Thanksgiving
has passed and Christmas
approaches, what a wonderful
story we have to share.

the request for a vehicle and |
knew this was the sign | was

l ooking foro.
Pat agreed on this kind act, he
gave Tom Freier a call at
NDFA.

AWoul d we i ke
for NDFA use, 0
hearing on the phone?

AAbsol utely! o

believe what he was hearing.
The request had gone out in
May, and this was mid-August,

and he had all but given up.
AThank you Jes
to himself.

God was stirring something in
the heart and mind of James
Kemp as he and his wife, Pat,
considered parting with their
1996 Buick. Something was
teling James there was a
worthy recipient waiting, if only
he could make the connection.

By Labor Day, the exchange
had been made. The Buick
has been to Bismarck a
number of times, Jamestown,
Grand Forks, and a special trip

to Cavalier. It is with great
AAnNd then it h appdeetimnee NDFA travélsa the s
James as he was going state in its new vehicle. What
through some o ladlessmg!l | nAs |

was skimming the May issue of
the NDFA newsletter, | noticed

Af
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“ VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

fames and

If you are interested in volunteering to help the NDFA, we will
have opportunities in Bismarck, Fargo and elsewhere. These
opportunities are limited only by your time, talents and inter-
@sts.1 Théybinclile ithinds like envelope stuffing, attending
1dgRiBlive Eoffiftde hearings and helping to organize meet-

Ti89ﬁ1 and E¥ents- d%rosyccess is greatly dependent on the
help of volunteers. To find out more, please call us at 701-
364-0676, or email us at admin@ndfa.org.

Does anyone happen to have a good used folding machine
S thdt th@y Bre n%touéin% gn% could donate to NDFA.

Also, we would like to update our computer equipment at the
NDFA Office. It you have a new/used computer tower that
you would be willing to donate, please call Sheri at 701-364-

know how
doing in

to
ar e

il want to
good work

you
you

- Kenneth Birst

Financial Update

Year-End Tax Deductible Gifts

As we near the end of the year, we have much to be grateful
for and some requiring our attention.

The year 2009 has been busy and successful for the North
Dakota Family Alliance. Success during the legislative session
was evidenced by receiving the Family Champion Award from
Focus on the Family Action. Our Faith, Family, and Freedom
events in Fargo and Bismarck were well attended, as well as
other events, including the Balancing Truth and Grace confer-
ences. Our recently concluded Family Week Celebration was
the best yet. A good year!!

While we are proud of these accomplishments, we see the up-
coming challenges for 2010 as monumental. The attacks on
our religious liberties and freedom will continue, efforts to re-
define _marriage will not stop and those working with their
friends in Washington will seek to increase abortion nationwide.

The NDFA will continue to be your trusted voice speaking for
the family, standing in the gap protecting our family values and
religious liberties.

We need your help. Will you financially partner with the
NDFA to reach our goal of $150,000 with your year-end tax
deductible gift?

Stock Gifting

Charitable Donations

Contributions of cash or securities to IRS Qualified Organiza-
tions (NDFA) may be deductible as an itemized charitable
contribution. These securities include stock. Donating or gift-
ing to a qualified organization may provide a tax benefit to
you and allow a greater financially partnering contribution to
NDFA. These contributions must be gifted to the qualified
organization by December 31, 2009 in order to take the tax
benefit for the 2009 tax year. If this is of interest to you,
please contact your financial advisor, a tax preparer or legal
advisor-to determine if you qualify and then contact NDFA.

Year-End Giving

If you have not partnered with us
financially with a year end contri-
bution, please consider doing so.
Remember to apply to taxable
year 2009, your tax deductible
contribution must be postmarked
on or before December 31, 2009.
Thank you.

mu c
beh
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e Find NDFAO6s stance on 1 ssuU

e Find answers to frequently asked questions ==
e Learn how to support the NDFA

e Sign up for e-alerts and/or e-newsletters

e Share the mission with friends & family

Contributions to the North Dakota Family Alliance are tax-deductible as stated under IRS code, 501 (c) (3). 12/09

I | want to help NDFA promote and uphold family policies and values in North Dakota! NDFA :
I
| Family NDFA membership $100__ _ _ I ndividual NDFA memb3220|8th5treet5°Uth_|__
| $2500 $1000 $500 $250 $100 Other (Make checks payable to: NDFA) Suite 8 |
I Contact me about credit card donations Monthly pledge Contact me about automatic bank withdrawals Fargo, ND 58104 :
: Please print clearly or affix your return address label. I
| Name Spouse 701-364-0676 |
: Address admin@ndfa.org :
| City State Zip www.ndfa.org I
| Phone E-mail |
: Register my e -mail address for the most timely information (viae  -mail alerts and e -newsletters). NDFA is a non-profit :
501(c) (3 ization.
I To save on postage costs, please remove my name from the mailing list and keep only on the e-mail list. (€) (3) organization I
All gifts are tax-deductible.
I |
|
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